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tribute to the life of Corporal Armando 
Ariel Gonzalez, who gave his life bring-
ing freedom to the oppressed people of 
Iraq. 

Armando understood the significance 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom better than 
most Americans because, as a teenager, 
he and his father used a raft to escape 
from an oppressive regime in Cuba to 
find liberty in America. 

Corporal Gonzalez was a dedicated 
Marine assigned to the Marine Wing 
Support Squadron 273 stationed at the 
Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort in 
South Carolina. He served bravely in a 
hostile environment, and supported one 
of the most successful military cam-
paigns in history, one that will be im-
mortalized along with the battles of 
Belleau Woods, Okinawa, Inchon, and 
Khe Sanh. 

Armando fought for a country he 
could not call his own, but has received 
his citizenship posthumously, thanks 
to the hard work of the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART). 

He leaves behind a loving wife, 
Liudmila, who is expecting their first 
child. His baby will be born an Amer-
ican, and can be proud of a father who 
died as a true patriot. In conclusion, 
God bless our troops.

f 

REPUBLICANS PROPOSE RECK-
LESS TAX CUT WHILE MILLIONS 
OF AMERICANS GO WITHOUT 
HEALTH INSURANCE 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, just a few steps away from 
the floor of the House, there are many 
of us gathered near the Senate, stand-
ing up to speak on behalf of the 75 mil-
lion uninsured Americans: physicians, 
representatives of hospitals, the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the National 
Medical Association, nurses’ organiza-
tions, students; individuals who recog-
nize, Madam Speaker, that it is not 
griping when we say that we cannot af-
ford a $726 billion tax cut that will re-
sult in a $1.7 trillion deficit in this 
economy, it is the people of the United 
States. It is the veterans who are 
deenrolled who cannot go to veterans’ 
hospitals even as I speak, even in my 
congressional district, because we have 
no money in the budget. It is the young 
men and women who are willing to 
offer themselves as the ultimate sac-
rifice in Iraq, the United States troops 
who will be returning, individual 
troops who make a $1,000 a month who 
cannot afford, when they leave the 
service, good health care. 

That is why we believe the tax cut 
cannot and should not be passed, be-
cause of the millions of individuals 
who are uninsured. 

I believe we should stand for what 
America believes in. That is the prom-
ise of America, that all of us should 
have equal access to health care. I be-

lieve that is what we should invest in, 
the people of this country rebuilding 
around the world our friendship, and 
not passing a reckless tax cut.

f 

ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE BILL 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, on 
March 23 the Federal Department of 
Transportation decided to yank fund-
ing from the Lancaster Airport in my 
district, denying the airport of its abil-
ity to provide commercial air services. 

The Department operates a program 
called the Essential Air Services Pro-
gram which provides subsidies to air-
lines that serve smaller markets that 
would otherwise go without commer-
cial service. But the Department of 
Transportation is wrong in this case. 

The 68-mile route it chose between 
Route 30 to Philadelphia International 
Airport takes 3 hours to drive or more. 
The route most commonly used is 80 
miles and takes about half that time to 
drive. 

This week I am introducing a bill to 
remedy this wrong. The Essential Air 
Services Eligibility Fairness Act will 
make sure the highway mileage be-
tween a place and the nearest hub air-
port will be determined by the most 
commonly used route between the two 
airports. It will protect, in my case, 
876,000 air trips that originate every 
year in Lancaster; and it will protect 
the other small market airports around 
the country that provide convenient 
air service for millions. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND TAX 
CUTS 

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam 
Speaker, as we prepare for the debate 
on taxes and spending, I want to call 
attention to an article in Sunday’s 
Denver Post on the threat of shoulder-
fired missiles to our airliners. 

The article quotes security experts as 
saying this threat is ‘‘nearly impos-
sible to defend against,’’ and points out 
that equipping the U.S. commercial 
airline fleet with jammers or decoys 
could cost up to $10 billion. 

There are other threats, as well. We 
need to do much more to prevent ship 
containers that would be used to smug-
gle in weapons of mass destruction. 

Of course, we cannot prevent every 
conceivable threat to our homeland se-
curity. We have to set priorities and we 
have to fund those priorities. 

One thing is for sure: when the Presi-
dent proposed and this Congress passed 
a budget resolution that includes more 
than $1 trillion in tax cuts, we cannot, 
in good conscience, tell the American 
people we are funding these priorities. 

Madam Speaker, our States need help 
in beefing up security. When our home-

land security alert system goes to or-
ange, our State budgets go into the 
red. I fear this President and this Re-
publican Congress are sacrificing 
homeland security and other needs in 
favor of deep tax cuts that will have 
little positive effect on our economy. 

We need to do better. 
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ALERTING NATION TO ASSIST IN 
SEARCH FOR ASHLEIGH MOORE 
OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, AND 
OTHER MISSING AND EXPLOITED 
CHILDREN 
(Mr. BURNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURNS. Madam Speaker, today 
the Subcommittee on Select Education 
is holding a hearing on missing and ex-
ploited and runaway youth under 
which revisions to the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children will 
be considered. 

This topic is particularly relevant to 
the people of Savannah, as there is a 
young girl from that area in my dis-
trict who has been missing for more 
than 2 weeks. 

Ashleigh Moore is only 12 years old. 
She is an African American young lady 
who is a little over 5 feet tall and 
weighs 120 pounds. She was last seen 
wearing a white shirt and brown pants. 
Her family is very worried about her, 
and the entire community from Savan-
nah is making every effort to find her. 
I am hopeful that she will return safely 
home very soon. 

I would urge anyone who has any in-
formation about Ashleigh to contact 
the Savannah police at 912–232–4141. 

Madam Speaker, children are a pre-
cious resource. The National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children acts to 
reunite missing children with their 
families, and work with crime preven-
tion officers to reach out to the com-
munity with child safety information 
and services.

b 1415 
My thoughts and prayers are with 

Ashleigh’s family today. 
f 

DEMOCRATIC PLAN CREATES JOBS 
(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Madam Speaker, the distinguished ma-
jority leader got up here and said the 
first priority of the President was the 
economy. That is interesting for a 
President who over his 2 years in office 
has lost 21⁄2 million jobs, 21⁄2 million 
American workers who do not have 
jobs and hundreds of thousands of oth-
ers that have run out of unemployment 
and the President has resisted extend-
ing their unemployment benefits. And 
we will see what happens this May as 
hundreds of thousands more lose their 
unemployment and they have no in-
come support for their families, to pay 
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